Clocks went back
Ihr this morning

L

Did you remember?

No9,286 OCTOBER 27, 2002

Bloodbath:

® Gas chokes captives

® Terrorists shot in seats

THE women's black-cloaked
bodies lay sprawled in their
bloodstained seats, as anony-
mous in death as they had been
whea they threatened to blow
themselves and their hundreds
of hostages to perdition.

They were killed where they
sat yesterday, their unexploded
bombs still strapped to their
stomachs, when commandos
stormed the Moscow theatre

where Chechen  rebels  had
held Russia to ransom for
three days.

The women some of the

18 who had waited, detonators
in hand, ready to blow up
theatre — were first gassed and
then shot at close range, Now
they_lay_motionless, -stumped
in the scats.

Outside, the half-naked and
blood-spattered body of 2 man
lay in the cold on the steps of
the theatre, He had been shot in
the head, probably by a saiper
Al a fold-up table next to the
corpse & woman investigator
sal taking motes, while another
prodded the Tifeless body.

All around were signs of
beavy fighting. There were
shatiered windscreens on cars.
Personal  possessions,  shoes
and clothing lay among empty
machinegun shells

The bodics of & man and a
woman were spread out on the
wet tarmac of the theatre car
park, probably killed in cross-
fire as they attempted to escape
the bloodshed. Police [lifted
them into body bags.

Nearby was a huge mound
of hostages’ coats and bags,
which had been taken from the
theatre cloakroom and dumped

Mark Franchetti

on the bloodstained street out-
side. In its depths, a mobile
phone kept ringing

At least 90 of the more than
800 hostages died when the
Russians broke the siege in
the carly moming. Hours later
relatives were sull desperately
trying to find out if & missing
loved one was alive or dead.

Sidica Low, from north Lon-"

don, who was among those
freed, was reunited last night
with her busband, Peter, 59,
released by the gunmen on
Thursday because of a heart
condition. Their son, Richard,
20, was recovering in hospital

About 350 of those who sur-
vived the ondeal were receiving
medical care in hospitals across
Moscow. Many had been poi-
soned by gas pumped through
the theatre’s air-conditioning
system to stun the terrorists and
prevent them from detonating
their explosives.

Doctors said some hostages
succumbed to beart attacks as a
result, while others had choked
to death. Scores were suffering
from breathing difficulties.

In all, 42 Chechens were
killed in the raid. Most were
shot in the head by snipers after
being immobilised by

knockoat gas. Several were
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140 dead after

Bloody battle: the bodies of Chechen rebels lie slumped In theatre seats. They were killed when Russian forces stormed the Moscow bullding to free more than 800 hostages

hunted down and executed in
the corridors of the building.
There were fears, however, that
others had d.

The scene inside the theatre
was very different from the fast
time I had cotered, less than 48
hours carlier, to interview
Movsar Barayev, the 25-year-

FSB, the former KGB, investi
gators from the criminal police,
the stsle prosecutor’s office,
and special forces officers
were busy examining the
bodies of the gunmen and
female suicide bombers who
had brought the war in

Chechaya to the streets of
central Moscow.

Barayev, who told me that he
wanted to die, met his eod on
the second floor of the theatre
next to the room where we
had talked. Still in camouflage
uniform, be lay i & pool of

old teorist

Then, it had been eerily quiet
and desolate. Now dozens of
Russian from the

Full reports and analysis, pages 2-6
Face to face with the terror chief, page 5

his own blood, surrounded by
curious Russian officers.

“We lost a fair number of
hostages, and that is a tragedy,
but all in all, this was a suc-
cess,” said a special forces man

“They didn't even have the
time 10 realise what had hit
them. The gas came in and
they were knocked out on the
spot. That's whea the building
was stormed."”

‘The theatre floor was littered

with shattered glass, empty
shells and trails of blood. Explo-
sives officers combed the build-
ing with sniffer dogs, while
bomb disposal units with 3
robot device were called 1o the
second floor to defuse & mine.
A landing under the staircase,
which | had used to reach
Barayev, had become a make-
shift morgue. The bodies of 12
hostage-takers lay side by side
in pools of blood. Their faces

had already turned stone white
As 1 walked further into
the theatre, I saw many more
Chechen bodies. Some
men and women I had met
Now they were unreco
Forensic officers phot
them, and taped a number o
each corpse. Figures in sar
gloves lifted bloodied clothe:
o note the wounds.
Investigators leant over them
Continued on page 3
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Don’t jail burglars, make them
say sorry, urge police chiefs

POLICE chiefs are proposing
that criminals should be given
the chance 1o apologise to their
victims in court rather than
be prosecuted and risk going
1o jail.

Senior officers have told the
Home Office they want offend-
ers 1o sign a “going straight”
contract in return for escaping
prosecution. It would require
them to make a direct personal

apology in court
They would also have to read

David Leppard

out a detailed “binding” state-
ment ow  they

want included in home secre-
tary David Blunkett's forthcom-
ing criminal justice bill

has alamed some anti-crime
who fear such a

planned to stay out of trouble
and to make amends o their vic-
tim. Compensation could come
in the form of cash psymeats
or doing 0dd jobs for the vic-
tim.

The proposal which the
police and senior lawyers from
the Crown Prosecution Service

liberal approsch would be
abused by criminals.

Norman Breanan, director of
the Victims of Crime Trust,
said: “Many young offenders
have utter conternpt for the law-
abiding public. They will say
and do anything 10 evade being
prosecuted. I hope this is not

used as an excuse not o prose-
cute those who rightly need
prosecuting.”

Police, however, believe the
scheme would cut reoffending
and reduce pressure on Brit-
ain's overcrowded juils. Offend-
ers — including burglars, shop-
lifters, muggers and those
imvolved in domestic violence
— would be covered if police
and prosecutors judged it an
effective approach.

Continued on back page

Fire strikes
suspended

Fire Brigade union officials
decided yesterday to

suspend their first two
strikes after internal

Blair will give student
grant sop to middle class

CHARLES CLARKE'S first
move as educal secretary
is likely to be bringing back
living allowances for students
in an attempt to soften
blow of higher university
tuition fees, writes David
(& rm knell.

The grants are Ilkd) to be
limited to a few hundred
pounds a year for better-off
families but Downing Street
Is tndﬁlng on the step to
avoid political

backlash from swing voters.
The disclosure comes as it
emerged this weekend that
Estelle Morris, who resigned
last week saying she was not
up to the job, will be called as
a witness in a High Court
action over the sacking of
her exams chief during the
A-level regrading episode.
Sir William Stubbs, who
she dismissed last month as
hnd of the Qualifications
and Curriculum Authority

(QCA), is to issue a writ
against the government for
wrongful dismissal.
As the dust settled in
Continued on back page
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Grim death toll emerges as Russia breaks siege
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Snipers and ‘special gas’
launched daring attack

HE denouement of the drama
ame just before dawn yester-
lay, when a single blast fol-

swed by atier of gunfire
choed through the streets of
Mascaw,

It was 6.30am, and outside

-c gant Palace of Culture
silding, where Chechen gun-
ken more than 800
e hostage in an audacious
lcnlpl 1o hrmulhur independ.
ace rt of
ng in

A group of Russian soldiers

15 seen advancing towards the
theatre entrance. They smashed
¢ glass doors to get in. Others
ly inside, having
n the wall of the
form of sedative gas
1ad been pumped into the build-

ing through the air Lnndluo—
niong sysieen 1o neutralise
gunmen prior 1o the .ns.ml:

Snipers  posittonsd on  the
fifth floor of am apartment
blnck 200 yards away shot

B identifying targets
permission over
i m their com-
mander. They killed boah the
vebels in their sights

A few minutes later, the first
small group of hestages was
brought out.

“We are removing hostages
— three women.” said a voice
over the smipers' radio, Then:
“Wa have got the hastard” —
an  opparent  reference o

Movsar Barayev, the ringleader
of the rebels.

The operation, which lasted
about an hour, seemed at first 1o
have worked largely as
planned. Russian officials said
42 of the capiors had been
killed, including 18 women.

However, the toll of hostages
rose steadily throughout the
day. Last night it was reported
that at least 90 had died and
about 350 of thel — many in
serious condition — were in
hospital, Doctors claimed niost
had been poisoned by the gas.

The dead included two peo-
ple who had apparently been
killed by the gunmen — the
event that triggered the as\aull

The Muclmf force escaped
with the loss of only one man.
Security officials congratulated

themselves on a job well done.  their waists were removed from
their bodies and a large bomb in

the cenre of the auditoriam

Ny At

died, deplity mayor, claimed he hsd
whelming reaction was one of ssenn Alghan and an “Arab™
relief that three days of torment
As the hostiges began to
Some of the hostage-takers i i
were left looking a5 though
they might have been aslesp.
‘They had been shot dead. Packs
of explosives strapped around

clear they had been prepared

600 miles behind enamy lines.

L. Training Includes endurance marches and
swims, backed by threats of severs

punishments if recruits fall short of the mark
L Spetsnaz members are trained to kil with
axes, throwing knives, plastic explosives and
even spades. They leam foreign languages
for Imterrogation

L The Spatsnaz anti-terrorist arm, known as
the Alpha Unit, has expertise in hostage crises

| builing with
hands bound
by troops

from the Interfax news agency.  started killing people. In front  had o word from her husband

She had been enjoying a might of my eyes, they killed a man  J

i band at the thea-  and a woman. The man was

re on Wednesday when it was  shot in the eve. Tcould see lois e

soizet by themiliants, and she  of blood, | was in the middle of ol I Tepomensemisde the Nk
i happenin,

as the assault began, a
0 programme was record-
1g o conversation between

the hall and it was g ing and two women speakm[
right next to me, R mobile phone from inside
theatre.

Asshe recovered m lmpnn‘l. “I was sure they were going
she said: “The terrorists, espe- 1o kill all of us. But then "They are gassing us,” said
cially the women among them, something happened. T lost one of the women. “We really
ight, “We came here  comsciowsness and woke up in  beg not to be passed. v
to die, we want to go 10 Allah, hospiial — it must have been  passed the phone to her
and you are coming with us” some special gos.”
“In the carly moming they Last night Chernyak had still prr«:!!l:r o oy o halt the

e
Anya, who appealed 1o :Iu:

Unscripted third act put audience into tragic play

\"- incurable fan of musicals,
Vika Prenina had looked for-
ward 1o the >huh Nord-Ost for

ma and tickels were hard k\
me by, On Wednesday the
year-old at last took her seat
with her pa

The first a,l lived g b her

1 .-\|uu flest u»nun.\nd:r
show  mesmerised  1he
young girl
Less than five minules 1m0
the second act there was a dra
tic change of scene: from
Russia during the second world
war 1o the Lunnnumg bloody
u, the break-
a group of
i Soviet uniforms
md sang  patriotic
¢ 50 masked fight-
black and armed
i . grenades
nke inlo the
he stage. It

was |u.r| of the show. “T found it
amasing, but then they started

" she said. “They
L were Chechens, and
shouted that nothing would hap-

o ws if the war in Chechnya

stopped. They placed a banner
wrillen in their language above
the stage. There was more
shooting and shouting. It was
very scary,”

To most Muscovites siting
down to dinner carlier that
evening, the war in Chechnya
was a distant conflict raging
mare than 1,300 miles away.
Outside the theatre on Ist
Dubrovakaya Street, the former
Iw.m— of culture of a Soviet ball

g.ﬂ|< on ﬂw grlm billboard,

Tgor Mirchenkao, 45, walked b

fans and ticket touts s bay,
were quickly overcome. The
thick glass doors inside the
main hall on the ground floor
were riddled with bullet holes.
In the first chaotic moments
Olga Romanova, 26, who lived
opposite the theatre, was shot
dead. Movsar Barayev,  the
Chechens” leader, later told me
she had been executed “because
she was drank” and did not lis-
ten to his men's orders. She is
believed 1o have tried to enter
the building after the sttack, un-
aware of what was Mkmg place.
In the

dog around the theare car park.
He noticed a few heavily buili
men but thought they were the
bodyguards of some powerful
businessman who would be
enjoying the musical.

Minutes later, as Marchenko
opened the door to his fla
nearby, he beard a loud explo-
ston. He rushed to his window

“There was a puff of smoke
coming from the car park.” he
said. “Just by the sieps of the
catre there were Ufee mini-
vans, headlights on, doors wide
apen. | saw several armed men
in camouflage nush into the
building. 1 thought they were
policemen on 4 raid. Then [
heard some shots.”

The theatre’s unarmed secu-
nity guards, employed o keep

ari
shouted orders 10 his Fg)m:r\
who then ook up positions
around the hall and among the
audience.

“They told people from the
Caucausus  that they  could
beave.” said Prenina, who was
among 20 children who wene
also set free. "I was allowed out
but my parents stayed inside.”

More than 800 people from
mare than a doren countries sat
in dishelief in the asditorium.
Among them w British fam-
ily, Peter and Sidica Low and
their son Richard

In the ladies’ lavatory on the
second floor Olga Treyman, a
pregnant 18-year-old, was pre-
paring o return 1o her seal
when a frightened cleaning lady

nushed in and whispered that 2 Primed: an Alpha team sniper waits to pick off the terrorists

TERROR IN THE

gang of robbers had entered the
hall. The two women locked

Moscow was oblivicus to the
5 instde the theatre. Then a

In a nearby make-up room.

BEWS .lgcnc) lnmf.u who was
i

waiting for their cise on stage be-
gan 1o escape from the win-

bapd, made J(‘hllhm.,( ull !n'llu
offfice on her mobile phone.

Within minutes the palice

were frantically sealing off the
i

cast — 40 adult actors, 20
children and 25 musicians —

heatre.
mandos from the elite Alpha

For almaost an hour the rest of  special forces dashed o the

scene and snipers 1ok up posi-  shots and noises and people  city centre in southesst Mos-
i . Armoured passing in fromt of the door all cow where random checks by
personnel carriers appeared the time. Then a man broke traffic policemen are less fre-
Viadimir Putin, the Russian open the door with the butt of 8 quent. Suspicion has fallen on
president, was preparing 1o go  machinegun. He was in military  the Chechens who ran the cafe
home from the Kremlin when uniform, wore a mask and had a  inside the theatre,
the news reached him. Shortly  small backpack and a Kalash- “They needed to find a place
the rebels’ ubti-  nikov in his hands. He gestured  with a kot of people but |n 2
Russian 10 us to get out. He ook us 1o
troops from Chechnya or the the balcony where they were  because

makes it hard\r m
id a former Chechen

separating the men from the control,”

For a leader, uhﬁm.lpc.ll women., There were lots of fighter who had  known
-.:\.enlwca hiis election viciory
years ago o his mu;h others were in shock.”
<nm:r in Chechnya, this was Releasing more hostages, in-  that with a war going on in
the biggest test of his presi-  cluding Treyman, the gunmen  Chechiya people like Barayev
dency, It seemed inconceivable  warned that they would destroy  can travel all the way to Mos-
that he would withdraw from  the building if they were attack- cow without getting canght?
Chechnya: but would he risk a
hloudhulll of Iulrxl.l!d\ of inno-  dress circle were wired to blow There was silence around the

children, many were crying, Basayev since childhood. “Peo-
ple will ask: how is it possible

The columns supporting the  The answer is simple: money,”™

up, which would have caused cordoned-off theatre as dawn

‘Shortly before midnight Bara-  the entire floor 1o collapse. broke on Thursday. Inside, the
yev released a hostage with the  The operation had been plan-  food in the buffet was running
warning that he would kill 10 ned long in advance. According  out and the gunmen were for
poophe for every one of his fight- o imelligence sources, Baryev  cing their captive
ers who was hurl. Putin can-  arived in Moscow from Chech-  orchestra pit as a lavatary,
celled a visit 10 Berlin 1o meet  nya three weeks ago. It is be- Hostages made  frantic
Gerhard Schriider, the German  lieved the rest of his team mobile phone calls to relatives
chancellor. Looking sirained, arrived in small groups or indi-  and the outside world, begging
he appeared on sisie television  vidually by rain 1o avoid sirin-  for a peaceful solution. “The
being briefed by close advisers, gent airport comtrols, They in-  first attempt to storm the build-
but the pictures were without cluded as many s 15 widows ing and we will all blow up,”
sound and there was no state-  of fighters who had been killed  sobbed a member of the cast.

o use the

by Russians. “Please negotiste — do what-

Inside the theatre Treyman re Barayev senl oul scouts to  ever you can but do not siorm
mained hidden in the lavatory. choose the right target for u  the building, 1 beg you."
"We spent two hours inside try-  spectacular operation. The gang ~ Two days later, time ran out.
ing w understand what was probably senled on the theatre
going on,” she said. “We heard  because it is on the edge of the

Mark Franchetti
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Russian rescuers cary peophe from the theatre as others lke outside. It was unclear whether they were dead or overcome by the knockout gas used to storm the bullding

mtion. “We see iL” she

referming to the gas. “We

feel it, we are breathing through

our clothes.” The conversation
was interrupted by gunshots.

Later, hundreds ol hostages
were helped out of the bailding.
There were limp bodies, flung
over the backs of firemen or
dragged onto stretchers, mouths
gaping open, skin deathly
pafc v were taken in a
confusion of buses and ambu-
lances tn hospitals.

President Viadimir Putin vis-
ited cne of the hospitals where
hostages were being treated for
shock and poisoning from gas
fumes. In a white doctor’s coat,
he tried talking to two of the
injured, but Ihey appearsd oo
weak to respond

Muwnqg on, be had hetter
luck. “Stay here and rest,” h:
told a young man
Nikita, who replied: }hy
But T want to take a shower.”

Russian leader res-
ponded: “You don’t take a
shower every day, do youT"
Nikita shot back:
there for three days.

Putin wnslde.md. this for a
moment. “Then it's time for
you to take a shower.”

Last night the Russian presi-
dent appeared on ielevision 1
congratulate his forces, thank
political allies for their support-
and apologise to the bereaved.

“We could not save every-
one,” he said. “Forgive us."

Relatives were kept waiting
outside the hospitals for news.
Standing on tiptoes in nmd;r
puddies, a crowd huddled at the

gates of Moscow Ciry hospital
\lo 13, straining to hear names
being read out by a policeman
in a scene reminiscent of a war
film. Only the list of names
brought hope — it was a record
of the living. not the dead.

Many had no idea where their

aged and many resoried o
511\%; arcund all the city"s hos-
plu‘s in the hunt for relatives
and friends.

‘Whether due to the effects of
me or to three days of being
c,aplwe many of the
I'E hostages were unable

u to identify themselves to bospi-

tal authorities and nurses were
having to wait until they re-
covered 1o identify them,
adding 0 the confusion in the
cold outside.

Hunt begins for Chechens’ accomplices

leaving  bloody imq)n'nls

around the hall. Others congrat-
® ulated one another on the suc-

cess of the operation.

1 followed a blood trail into

»  the anditorium, where h

had been held at gunpoint.

air was heavy with the stench

from the orchestra pit. The

guamen had not allowed the

hostages to use the lavatories.

Tnstead, they had to use the pit

1o relicve themselves.

" The possessions of the bos-

tages lay scaftered across the

auditocium. Clothes, handbags,

Victor and Lywda, at beast,
were buoyant: they had found
their dsughter. “Tt was so
simple,” said Lyuda, “Straight
affer the siege this moming we
were given the hotline number
and they could tell us where
Lydia is. Victor did a linle
dance and nht. “Hoaoray for the
special forces

Ira, siing in the back of
a purple Lada, had been told

and dictate it to the aurse, who
phoned me to tell me she was
all right,” she said.

Putin hears the siege is over

Siepan, waiting outside Skli-
lmmqs):n ]Wpil:l. was in de-
i { have tracked down
of my four friends who
wenl to see the show that night,
but Natasha is nowhere 1o be
found,” he said. £ =
A cigarette hung from his
maouth and his eyes drooped: “1
have donated blood today and |
hope she gets it — we are the

SAmE group.
Once sufficiently recovered

from the effects of the gas, all
the former hostages were 1o

interrogated inside the hospitals
while their impressions of the
past few days remained fresh

MNorth-East, a production about
a Soviet wartime romance, they
bad no inkling of what was in
store for them.
After the bloody climax o
the drama, cemoufllage-clad
helped hostages out of
mund:n':?: sl:bhgl’ a baild-
as in
detritus from three days of
A girl in Pright red evening
wear, her bl head thrown
back, was carried out by rescu-
ers.  Another woman, 100
stunned to move, was found

& Bush showed
the world what to
do with these
bastards after
September 11.
It’s Putin's tum
to liguidate them
in Russia ¥

towards the theatre, sirens
screaming as  they passed
crowds 4& onlockers and inte-
rior ministry woops.
Doclors said most of the
peopu in hospital were suffer-
ng from emg.um to the gas,
which caused serious breathing
difficulties. “There were only &
fow  people  wath  gunshot
woands.” said one. “The main
diagnosis is poisonng.”
Hospital sources said several
patients had died of heart

rogist act™ and that “the United
States condemns terrorism in
the strongest possible terms
wherever it oorurs. There can
be mo len:ﬂmm for kid-

men were beginning to execute

By that Magc he said, all
pcaoeﬁl] means of resolving the
been exhausied.

that if an nplmm went o«ln
the building up 10 1000 people

might have been injured, inchud-
ing the hostages and dm who

was wken when shots were
heard ot around 5. 3Mam. It was
feared that the Chechen gun-

| THE RESCUE |

A BRITISH mother and her
son were recovering in Mos-
cow last night after surviving
the bloody end to the theatre
siege, writes Nicholas Rufford.

Sidica Low, a school techni-

Peter Low, 59, Richard's
father, had also been held Iry
the gunmen but was relexsed
when taken Hl with a heari

ority is to reanite ﬂlr family
as soon as possible.”
Russian mmndu rm-

y

the I'nn‘ﬁ;nm had sur\'hwd
ihe dramatic firefight which
ended the standofl before
dawn vesterday, when more
than 40 ganmen and at least
90 captives were killed.

Sir Roderic Lyne, Britain's
ambassador to

in a radio interview: "wWe
hhave been told none of the for-
S b Killed."
Americans, Dutch, Anstral-
ians, Austrians, Canadians
and Germans were among

the other forelgn sarvivors.
Richard Low, who went to
Oxford from Queen Eliza-
beth's grammar school in
north London, arrived in Mos-
cow & month ago (o begin a
year's study al a language
school as part of his
His parents were visiting
They were all in the theatre io
see the musical Nord-Ost,
when it was seized by the
Chechen

lems brought on by the stress
of the evenl. The punmen
offered to release him into the
Franchetti, the
foreign  journalist  allowed
inside the theatre to listen to

the rebels =
tant to leave with his wife and

Freed: Peter Low Is led away

son still hnde the theatre,
Laow suid: terrible. 1 am
terrified for them."

Louise Low, Richard's sis-
ter, was being comforted by
friends st the family's home
in Southgate, London. She
was “just sitting by the pbone
waiting for news”, sald a

neighbour.,

family friend said:
*mdmdhde-ndledwm
how much he was looking for-
ward to his parents coming to
Mascow. He had been a litthe
a ve abont what life
in Russla would be like.”

attacks and some had choked
after vomiting. However, gov-
emment officials denied that
any hostages had been killed
by “special substances” used in
the assaull

Relatives of the hostages had
been dreading a decision 1o
storm the building, knowing
that Putin, whose prestige was
built on his reputation as the
“hammer of the Chechens”,
would almost cenainly feel
pressure 1o act.

In the end, however, some
voiced relief that the death toll
had not been higher. “We were
amazed that this could happen
like this, withoat more vic-
tims," said the father of one
girl who had been among the
hostages and who survived.

Others urged Putin o follow
the example of Gearge Bush,
the Amenican president. “Putin
has oaly one choice,” said Igor
Konstantingy, 8 pensioner who
lives mear the theatre. “Bush
showed the world what 10 do
with these basiards afier

ber 11, 1t's Putin's tum

slumped by a column, her head
in her hands.
Other hostages were seen
clinging to one ancther in tears.
At the entrance 1o the theatre
several peaple were seen lying
o the ground. It was not clear
whether they were unconscious
or dead

The hwng‘ es had eaten virtu-
ally mothing during the sicpe
but were given water o drink.
Dozens of ambulances po

REPORTING TEAM
London

to liguidaze them in Russia.™

Mikolal Patrushev, head
of the intelligence service that
masterminded the operation 10
storm the building, termed it
a stunning success. “Nome of
them got away,” he said of the
gunmen, although his com
ments were  contradicted by
imferior ministry reports that
some of the hostage-takers
were missing.

Alexander Vershbow, the US
ambassador 10 Moscow, con-
gratabated the Russian authori-
ties on the cutcome. "We are
relicved the hostage crisis has
come to an end,” he told joarnal-
ists outside his embassy.

“We congratulate the Rus-
sian awthorities for their suc-
cess in limiting the loss of
innocent life.”

shoes and wallets. Hundreds of

, croshed small fruii-juice car-

tons indicated what' they had
survived on during their ordeal.

covered with rubbish, detona-
tors, explosives wiring and
empty shells. Bomb disposal ex-
pents. inspected 3 farge device
that the Chechens had planted

in ﬂw centre of the auditorium.
Outside, the mobile phone
under the pile of coats tmken
from the cloakroom was still
ringing. A few yards away, in &
:\:&I] l:umy on the side of
the building. the Russians had

made another tragic discovery.
1 walked closer.

Clearly visible in & comer
was the 'lmd)‘oFBm!‘ﬂ 8
fist victim, who was
the mg]lltht,('lm:hmmok e
theatre, He had gobe 1o
the show straight from work
— in his Russian army colo-
nelss W!IDmI .

2 Special operations 10 detain
accomplices of the Chechen

are  already
under way in some regions of
the porth Cascasus, including
Chechnya.

A source in Russia’s secunlr
agencies told the country’s

Interfax news agency yesterday
that the “special operations
were being conducted using
information  made a\[mh:;
during the preparations for,
during the course of” the hos-
tage rescue operation.

Thie source said this informa-
tion was collected via special
electronic  bugging  devices
dunn,u the siege.

feTonsts Were using
their muhulr phones all the
time, enabling expens to deter-
mine finks the rebels I| ad with
some Russian regions.” he said

The source would not elabo-

srrle of RASA Markating Services oo |~un1us!u e—T
1T 1« b o the Rt o

H -Ggow? !ONDS ‘GUARANTEE THE SAFE RETURN OF YOUR

CALLUS NOW,

Group of MORE THIN Guoranssed Graowth Boady are parsensl deposs
u.u-uamlq "Col i b rocivind wed mary bn mcitred Pl tares s condtons svsiable o et

ghersd ad Woles ot 5. Mark's Court, Chart Wy, Horkam, Weat Sutes

ety iided by,

rate further.

Bani of Seotiond having ity Hesd Oifics ot The Moved.



THE SUNDAY TIMES

- OCTOBER 27, 2002

[MOSC(

W SIEGEHE

Face to face

DREAM OF MARTYRDOM

Mark Franchetti got inside the besieged
theatre for an exclusive interview with
Movsar Barayev, leader of the terrorists, who
told him why they were on a suicide mission

THE baby-faced commander
betrayed no emotions as he
Tooked me in the eyes and said
that he wanted 10 die. And if he
died, he added calmly, hun
dreds of hostages would die
with him.

Movsar  Barayev. 25, the
leadder of the Chechen gang that
was holding Russia to ransom,
was giving his only interview
during the siege — which end-
ed Bloodily yesterday.

“Our dream is to become
shakhidi, mamyrs of Allah,” he
said a3 we sl inside the be-
sieged theatre.
ball is in Putin’s cowrt
's up 10 him if he wants
10 have the lives of all these
people on his conscience. We
are more than determined 1o die
here. Allah has already fulfilled
our dreams by just allowing us
0 come 1o Moscow and mount
this operation successfully. The
war in Chechnya must stop. If
Putin doesn’t act we will go all
the way.

There was ba Yy MEnace
in his sparsely stubbled face,
but the complete kack of expres-
sion in his eyes was unnerving.

Tt was the second night of the
siepe. Early in the day Basayev
had wmed the screws on the
Russian government by allow-
ing the hostages to plead over
their m \hu- phones for troops
noL 1o 4

He nmd (hm released Maria
Shkolnikova, a  cardiologist
who brought owl a statement
from the hundreds inside the
anditorium calling for a peace-
ful salution,

Sensing that Barayev might
be willing 1o 1alk, T passed a
message through Shkolnikova,
asking o be let into the build-
mg. After briel consultations,
one of the Chechens gave the
go-ahead,

Less than an bour later | was
walking slowly towards the
theatre with losif Kobzon, a
popular Russian singer whi is
also deputy in the Duma, the
Tower house of the Russian par-
liament, and WO representa-
tives of the Red Cross who
were delivering & sulicase of
medicines.

We passed the last police cor.
don and small groups of Rus-
sian special forces officers with
saiper rifles aimed ot the build-
ing. Slowly we crossed the car
park and walked between the
minivans nsed by Baryev's
men. The vehicles seemed fro-
zen in time, doors sill open,
headlights on.

The main entrance of the
theatre hare the scars of a fierce
gun exchange. We walked over
shards of glass and through
doors riddled with large bulbet
holes, On the floor lay empty
machinegun shells. Hundreds
of coats, hats and scarves be-
longing 1o the bostages still
hung from hooks in the cloak-
room. A felt hat lay on the coun-
ter, covered in thick dust

The silence was disturbing.
As we ventured slowly into the
buikding, the Red Cross offi-
cials began 10 call owt 1o wam
the hostage takers that we were
approaching the stairs.

To reach the stairwell we had
to push open a glass door. 1
looked up and saw & gunman
pointing 4 Kalashnikov ai us
from the sieps above, He wore
camouflage trousers, a leather
jacket and a black balaclava
mask which showed only his
eves and mouth.

The gunman signalled us 1o
walk up the suirs slowly. He
was nervous and appeared sur-
prised 1o see us. Three other hos-
tage takers, one on each flight
of stairs, had their guns aimed
at us. We introduced ourselves
several times,

A long foyer on the first floor
was in darkmness. | bels had
chosed all the curtaing, appar
ently for fear of snipers. Uver-
tumned tables lay on the floor,
blocking escape rowtes, We
were oaly a few yards from an
entrance o the awditorium
where the hostages were held.

A stockily  built  masked
figure introcduced himself as
Barayev's right-hand man. He
wore a new camouflage uni-
farm, carried a machinegun and
had a pistol srapped o his
front. Menacing and defiant, be
thrust out his chest and moved
restlessly, kecping ui u safe
distance from us at all times.

ive other gunmen encircled
us, exchanging commands in
Chechen

Speaking Rus: with a
heavy Chechen accent, Bara-
yev's deputy expressed himself
in short tense bursts, [ was ask-
ed 1o identify myself.

“English newspaper? Okay.
(umd. said one of the gunmen,
‘e have an Englishman who
is mot well inside. We will give
him o you and you can take
him outside.”

To my left the door to the
auditorium was suddenly flung
open. A Chechen fighter emer-
ged holding a man in his lae

1

fifties by the arm. Clearly con-
fused and deeply distraught, the
man stood by my side, “Here,
you can take him outside,” said
the rebel.

Tleant over and asked the bos-
tage if he was British. Dazed
and surprised to hear English,
be modded. T tried 1o reassure
him and told him that he was
being set free.

said. “My wife and son are still
im there but I have a heart
condition,”

He pressed a hand against his
chest and staried to cry. He
Tooked seared and emationally
drained. He was clearly tom
between escaping from the hos-
tage (akers and leaving his
boved ones behind.

“My son Richard lives here,”
he sad e studies Russian at
university and has a few
months more out here as part of
his course. My wife and | came
ot here 1o visit and were just
on a night out at the theatre
when this happened. It's ter-
rible. | am terified for them."

Kobzon had been hoping to
estah'ish a dialogue with (hc
rebels.  Howe he
qusckly rebuffed by an\c\ s
lieutenant.

“We don't need any help.” he
sy ; “Why hasn't Putin
called us? Who does he think
? Is he that imponant, is he
that big that he cannot find time:
o deal with this sitwation?
What else does he have 0 do
which is more important. than
dealing with us™

Kobzon tried to give him a
walkie-talkic i establish a
direct line of communication
with the Russian negotiators,
but the gunman rejected it
Asked to release all the women,
he said in Chechnya women
and children died every day.

“We are a suicide group,” he
uddenly becoming mone
agitated. “Here we have bombs
and rockels and mines. Cur

women suicide bombers have
their fingers on a detonator at
all times. Time is running out.
Time is rnning out for you. Tt
nce we took
p the war

has been ever
aver this buikding, §
in Chechrya and wit
sian troops. For two
have shown patience. now we
have come 10 die here. Let the
Russions just iry o storm the
] we are wait-
rish death more

However, the hostage takers
had decided 1o make a gesture.
Another gunman brought  out
three little Russian girls. S0
terrified that they could barely
e, ren  eried
silently. masked  rebel
stroked one girl on the head

with the terror chief

3.&("-‘.'.1»!9

“We have come here 1o die”: Movsar Barayev relaxes with a masked coll

ing a few hundred yards from
the theatre, the mood was fran-
tic. Without a proper channe
communication for a e
dialogue with the rebels, the
Russians were desperate for
news from inside the theatre
Dogzens of officers from the
ESB, the former KGB. from
Alpha and from other special
ftmulnimms crawded in the
g C .

2

w
upaoffer thermselves as media
tors or hos The sir was
heavy with cigarette smoke and
frustration,

Cars and vans with finted
windscreens and  government
number plates were parked in o
courtyard, One had a direct line
to the Kremlin where, 15 hours
after ‘the crisis began, Putin
made his first statement, de-

claring that the attack “has be
|!|.u|nr|l in foreign terrorist
centres”

[End of mission: Barayev lies dead after the attack

& Our aim is not to stay alive. It is to
force Russian troops out of Chechnya

We are not terrorists.

If we were.

we would have demanded millions
of dollars and a plane to escape ¥

and told her ot 1o wory.

Seconds kater Luboy Karmi-
lova, their anguished mather,
ws led out. The children threw
themselves against her,
ing to her arms and legs.
scooped up the smallest and
covered her with a jacket.

We asked 10 see Barayev but
were told curtly that he was
resting. His right-hand man was
o longer in the mood to talk.
Cur visit was over. [ pulled out
a business card and tried 1o
hand it over. “Go, go. go.” he
= d

e of his gunmen pushed
me towards the kanding and we
quickly left the building
through the desolate and ballei-
ridden ground-floor entrance.
Ouitside, where teams of doc-
tors and Russian security offi-
cials waited, Karmilova and her
children were whisked to safe-
ty. Low received medical care
in an ambulance before being
rushed to hospital.

AL the perve centre of the
rescue operation, a small baild-

1 decided to try again 10 see
Barayev, With the help of a
Chechen middle man, 1 man-
aged to call him on his persanal
mabile phone.

T todd him that 1
many times (o Cl
repart on the wi
grant me a face
view? There was

travel!
hnya o
Would he

SOcay, T ou 20 minutes.
Bring a TV camera and come
alone.”

Thires hours later the Kremlin
gave me permission 1o re-enber
the theatre. By then night hiad
fallen,

The middic man had ar-
ranged to call Barayev before |
crossed the last line of special
farces into the no man’s land of
the theatre car park. But
Barayev's phone was switched
off. We called dozens of times
in vain

Haping for the best, 1 walked
showly 10 the theare entrance
with my hands in the air and
went up the steps to the shat-
tered gl doors.  Leaning

through an empty door frame, [
called oul again and again to
the gunmen. No reply

1 stood there for 20 minutes,
Finally, 1 walked into the
(heatre shoating out my name. [
reached the gluss door 10 the
statrease, looked up and saw a

an \h- T ai 4

“This time, walking up to the
first Moor wok several minutes,
Four Chechens followed my
every move from different po

barked |r.“|u|l|um o u\.llk
I froze. Another gumman tol
me 10 take off my heavy jack

vms waiting on the first-floor
I.and:ng This time he wore no
mask, He looked less than 30,
but his hardened face matched
his voice and posture.

the wall. He searched me and
ed my camera. Behind
him several of his men stood
guard,

I tobd him that the Russians
given me the name of a hos-

b hoped he would
. the mother of a

..n.mc 1o let
two-manth: I(I baby.
eget it,” he said. “We are
not releasing amyome now. If
she has a two-month baby,
what was she doing ™ the
theatre instead of being home™
He took me imo a small
office that had been used as o
sorage room for beverages and
food sold at the bar of the
theatre. It had been looted
Emptied handbags snd wallets
lay strewn among crates, cand-
board boxes, tom documents

and clothes. A dll had been
thrown on the floor.
Barayev strode 18, o0Zing

sell-confidence. Wearing
camouflage, a black woollen
beret and cradling an AK-47,
e was unmasked.

Although so young, he had a
commanding presence among
his men. It was easy to see why,
He came from a Chechen clan
that has been accused of kid-
napping, toruring and execut-
ing hostages,

His uncle Arbi Barayev, who
brought him up, was respons-
ible for the appalling 1998
abduction and beheading of
three Britons and a New Zea-
lander who had been working
for G 7 Telecom, a British

any. According to n fel-
Tow hostage who survived, the
four men were killed because
Osama Bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda
organisation was willing 1o pay
much more than the proposed
ransom 1o ensure that they were
murdersd

Afier his uncle was killed by
Russian troops in June 2001,

arayev ook over the leader-
ship of the 300-strong group.
Two months laser the Russians
claimed 10 have killed him, 100,
It was one of many such claims
that proved unfounded.

Three Chechen fighters with
machineguns stood guard be-
hind me as we talked,

“This is a dream come trse,
he said. “Our spirits have never
beem higher. We feel great. Our
task was to come here and take
hostages. We have done that
Now we have no plans to leave
with the hostages. We don't

NI

in the theatre. F

care. Qur aim is not to stay
alive. It is o force Russian
troops oul of Chechnya. We are
not termorisss, If we were, we
wouald have demanded millions
of dollars and a plmne 10

he was interrupted by

calls from supporters in Chech-
mya on a mobile phone that he
kept in a hand grenade s
tied 1o his side next 1o a pistol.
At one point he lowered his
guard. Maybe succumbing to

.ludllmlunl His night-hand man

fiercely disagreed. fearing that
they would be giving too much
awiy,

They briefly left the sworage
room to confer in the dark fover
while 1 was left with another
Chechen in a leather jacket who
smiled through his black mask
while holding an AK-47

“You know, 1 o would
rather go fishing than doing
this, but we have no choice,” e
said.

Barayev came back. There
would be no more filming but,
like a host sha g off his
house, he took me to one of the

firsa-f1i300 entrances to the audi-
torium Where the bostages were
being lield.

‘A tablé from the bar had been
placed in fromt of the door as
barricade. There Barayev and
his men parsded three chen
women dressed in black with
headscarves covering all but
their eyes. In one hand cach
held a pistol, in the other a deto-

inked 1o a shori wire
anached to Skg of ex
strapped 10 her stomach. Except
for a beam of light from inside
the audionum, the foyer was
dark. One of Barayev's men

got his Intervew with the ¢liechen leader after cafling him on his mobile phone

used a torch to show off the ex-
phosives belts,

“They work in shifis” ex
plained Barayev. “Those on
duty have their finger on the
deromator at all times. One push
of the button and they will ex-
plode.  The auditorium is
mined, all wired up with heavy
explosives. Just bet the Russians
try to break in and the whide
th will explode.”

Less than a minate luiet
Barayey had vanished withou
a word. The sudience was over
He had an appointment wiih
death.
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